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A Time for Reconciliation 

Lord, let our memory provide no shelter for 
grievance against each other. 

Lord, Let our heart provide no harbor for hatred 
of each other. 

Lord, let our tongue be no accomplice in the 
judgment of each other. 
A Simple Celtic Prayer 

 

At Easter we rejoice in the risen Lord; we also rejoice in what Christ has done for 

us.  Through Christ each of us has been reconciled to God (Rom. 5:11).  Christ is 

the mediator of our salvation.  The technical definition of reconcile is to re-

establish friendship between, to settle or resolve a dispute, to bring (oneself) to 

accept.  Jesus admonishes us “to go and be reconciled” to our brother (Matt 5:24), 

and He gave us “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18).  We hope this issue of 

In Touch will help bring the awareness that while we have been reconciled to God 

through the death of His son, likewise, we are responsible, through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, for working toward reconciliation in all of our broken 

relationships. 

               ---The Communications Team 
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THE LONG JOURNEY HOME                                                                
  By Mary Seaman      

 Adventuresome, easy-going, fun, kind, caring, protective—my elder brother Ken was my hero.  

He could fix anything mechanical and could do all those things I dreamed of doing when I grew up—

downhill ski, ride a motorcycle, drive a cool, blue convertible.  Then, at the young age of 17, Ken joined 

the Navy, so my admiration shifted to the handsome sailor who wrote home about exotic places like the 

French Riviera.  

 While still in the Navy, Ken met and married his beautiful, Italian wife Dolores (Dee) in Boston.  

Once out of the service, he began his own automotive business and became the father of three children: 

Kenny Jr., Angela, and Frank.   Ken was a loving father and successful businessman in the early years of 

his marriage.  Unfortunately, a by-product of his years in the service was an ever-increasing addiction to 

alcohol and an accompanying unfaithfulness to his wife.  After much arguing and fighting and attempts 

to start over in Michigan and California, Ken and Dee finally split, and Dee returned home to Boston.  

Being Catholic, Dee never granted Ken a divorce, even though they were separated for 35 years. 

 Even when Ken was geographically far from his family, he called to talk with them.  He and Dee 

could converse better on the phone than in person.  Ken also kept in touch with me; he never once 

forgot to call on my birthday.  No matter how disappointed I was in Ken’s drinking and womanizing, I 

always loved him.  My prayer was that he would be reconciled with his family; I loved them too. 

 Skip forward to the last 15 months of my brother’s life.  On July 4, 2007, our family gathered at 

my brother Chet’s home near Burt Lake. (Ken was living in Indian River at the time.)  No one was aware 

that this was the last time that a number of us would see Ken.  He arrived in his truck with a cloud of 

dust, the radio playing, and the usual ear-to-ear grin.    When I ran out to greet him, I was surprised that 

he needed me as a crutch to make it from his truck to the backyard barbecue.  Of course, everyone 

thought he had been drinking, as he stumbled with a jerking gait.  But, having a good sense of smell, I 

knew better; I realized that my brother’s “touch of arthritis” must be something more.   

 About a month later, I received a phone call from my brother Chet, saying that Ken had decided 

he wanted to go home to his family in Boston.  He had made it as far as Concord, New Hampshire, where 

his son Kenny lived. They had remained close even through Ken’s years of wandering.   I was shocked!  I 

knew that Ken could not get out of his truck to pump gas, use the bathroom, or buy food.  Later, I found 

out that he used full-service stations, ate snack food, and voided in a makeshift “necessary.”  Only the 

grace of God could have provided the mobility for Ken to appropriately use the gas and brake pedals!  

 Kenny carried his father into his house and, once he was rested, a series of doctors’ appointments 

began. Ultimately, Ken was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease and was placed in a medical care facility 

near Boston.  Dee and his three children visited often, but Ken wanted to be home with family.  They 

didn’t think that was possible, so Ken called my sister Marti and me.  We decided to see if he could get 
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home care. 

 June 2008, Marti and I flew to Boston with prayers that the endless phone calls to the VA office 

and Massachusetts Health Department would materialize into Ken’s move from the nursing home to his 

son’s apartment, upstairs from Dee’s apartment.  After a frenzy of cleaning the apartment, making 

accommodations meet code, securing a hospital bed with a lift, stocking the refrigerator, and making a 

schedule for nurses and therapists, we brought our grateful, smiling brother home.  The one who 

deserves the most credit is Dee.  After having been forsaken all those years, she cared for and worried 

about Ken with the compassion of a Christian wife.  Each morning she took him a pot of coffee; she 

cooked his favorite dishes and visited during the day, and at night when there was no nurse on duty, Dee 

used a baby monitor to hear him call if he needed something.   

 Growing up, my family attended the Methodist Church, but Ken had been baptized Catholic, our 

mother’s faith before her divorce.  I didn’t know what Ken believed, but it was clear that his lifestyle had 

taken him a long way from God’s plan for his life.  One day after changing my brother’s diaper, 

something he joked about because he used to change mine, I wheeled him out onto the balcony for some 

fresh air and a chance to call out to his neighbors.  We were reminiscing about Mother and our deceased 

youngest sister when I felt compelled to ask him where he was in his faith.  Ken said, “I believe what our 

mother believed.  I don’t need a priest; I can talk to God myself.” Then he elaborated, “Everyone is 

worried about my sins; they need to worry about their own; God will take care of mine.  He knows what 

I am.”  I patted his hand and said; “He loves you and so do I.”  That was my last visit with my brother. 

 Ken was able to spend almost four months at “home,” surrounded by his family before it was 

necessary for him to return to the nursing home.  A few days before he died, my sister flew back out to 

see him; I was hoping to go a couple of weeks later for his 70th birthday.  My sister shared that Ken was 

much thinner and looked more like when he was young. His face was no longer bloated; his dimples 

showed when he smiled, and his blue eyes were soft and kind.  Dolores and Angel told him how 

handsome he looked.  He seemed at peace, and when they kissed him goodbye, he seemed almost shy.  

Ken died the next morning on Oct. 5, 2008, eleven days before his birthday.   

 There was a small funeral service in Boston; a military memorial service was scheduled for the 

following summer in Michigan.  Ken’s ashes were to be buried next to our mother as he had requested.  

Both services were meaningful goodbyes, but in Boston, Dolores surprised everyone by saying she 

wanted to speak about Ken.  She directed her comments to her children saying, “I want you to know that 

your father and I forgave one another before he died. “  For the first time in years, Dee knew the peace 

that comes with forgiveness, both given and received.  She gave each of her sons one of their father’s 

rings.  The youngest, Frank, who had the fewest years with his father and the most anger about his 

absence, wears his father’s navy ring, a symbol of their reconciliation.  Ken truly had made the long 

journey home. 
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RESTORING A RELATIONSHIP                                               
By Mary Ann Cox 

2 Corinthians 5:18   God has restored our relationship with him through Christ, and has 

given us this ministry of restoring relationships. 

Relationships with family members have always been an important part of my life, but 

sometimes things change.  My sister was always close to myself and my family, even 

when she moved far away, married and had a family.  In fact when she had her 

second child, Ron and I went to Kentucky to help her for a week.  What a gift to be 

allowed to do that.  

Now I’m not saying that every moment in our relationship was a bed of roses, but who 

would have ever imagined that I could make such a mess of things when our 

daughter got married.  It seems that I was a total failure and did not assign all my 

family members to front ring seats at the wedding reception.  In fact we didn’t 

assign seats at all except for parents and grandparents.   

Never could I have imagined that my family would be so upset that they would all pick up 

and move to the back of the hall, including my parents.  Needless to say this created 

a great deal of tension for my daughter and all the guests at the wedding.   

After that our relationship changed.  Broken relationship or I should say relationships.  

Talk about feeling like the black sheep and wondering how to make things right, I 

lost a lot of sleep.  Because of the distance between us there really wasn’t any 

change made by either of us.  It seemed to me that each time she and her family 

came to visit my parents that I and my family were not really welcome any more.  

So it went on and on that way.  It didn’t seem to help that I had repeatedly 

apologized for anything that I had done to cause her to be upset.  Just hurt feelings 

and ongoing sorrow. 

But, finally after a couple of years, my sister was visiting my parents alone and I invited her 

over to talk about our relationship and how we could change things.  It seemed that 

we were able to be honest with each other, shared many tears and hugs.  More 

concerns were shared and I was hopeful that reconciliation had taken place.  

Unfortunately, that was not the case.   
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Prayer of  Reconciliation 

God, you entered the pain of humankind in Christ Jesus, in whom you were reconciling 
the world to yourself: Bend our wills, we pray, to rely on your reconciling presence in the          
resentments and enmities we suffer in families, communities, churches and nations.  
Nourish our confidence that in your compassion all our wounds are vulnerable to 
healing.  Build our courage to address broken relationships with those from whom we are 
alienated.  Deepen our capacity to listen, repent and forgive.  As we journey toward your 
wholeness, form us in the ministry of reconciliation you have entrusted to us, that others 
may hear your appeal to be reconciled with God and neighbor through the cross and 
resurrection of our friend and savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

– Titus Presler 

In the book The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren, chapter 20 addresses “How to 

Restore a  Relationship”.  He highlights seven biblical steps to restoring fellowship.   

Talk to God before talking to the person. 

Always take the initiative. 

Sympathize with their feelings.   

Confess your part of the conflict. 

Attack the problem not the person. 

Cooperate as much as possible. 

Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution. 
 

After reviewing this chapter, I do think that I took all these steps, not well and not timely.   

And I don’t  know if anything would have been different with my sister, had I worked 

those steps differently.  But for now I am at peace with how things are.  Do I wish that our 

relationship was better?  Of course, and I continue to pray that one day it will be.  I do 

know that both parties have to be receptive to the reconciliation and forgiveness.  But 

through God all things are possible, so I will continue to pray and listen to the Holy Spirit 

for direction.   
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As I write this, it is 

Dr. Seuss’ birthday, so 

let’s proclaim his quote: 

“Today was good! 

Today was fun! 

Tomorrow is another one!" If we are 

people who have experienced God’s 

incredible love and grace, then we have 

something to celebrate each and every 

day! Psalm 118:24 says, "This day belongs 
to the Lord! Let's celebrate and be glad 
today!"   

The children’s department has much to 

celebrate.  We sit in our circles on our 

pillows and celebrate each other’s happy 

days and pray for the sad days, because 

both the good days and the bad days 

belong to the Lord!  We recognize that 

kids deserve lessons that will hold their 

attention. They want to talk and share 

their thoughts. They want to have fun and 

be affirmed in who they are.  As we 

continually work on creatively meeting 

their needs, we genuinely desire your 

thoughts and feedback.  We are so 

grateful to build relationships with the 

kids and be a resource for parents.  We 

believe that a foundation of Biblical 

understanding is essential in helping 

children avoid the poor choices that can 

make life difficult.   

Parents, we appreciate your partnership 

in making your children’s time with us a 

consistent priority.  They build lifelong 

friendships in their time together and we 

are striving to provide engaging, diverse, 

child-centered conversations and lessons 

that apply to their daily lives.  Lots of 

giggles and laughter give us reasons to 

celebrate!  Just like the importance of 

school during the week, we desire that 

kids’ time with us is authentically valuable 

for their future.  For some parents, it 

works well to join us until their child is 

comfortable. Know we are praying for 

your children.  God has great plans for 

their lives! 

Stay tuned for some upcoming fun events. 

Spring is coming so we’ll have more 

sunshine to celebrate and be glad! 

Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 
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Youth Ministries: 
Senior High Spring Hill  

 

We had a fantas�c �me at Spring Hill.  We were able to enjoy the tubing hill, play broom ball, play in 

the gym, swim in the pool, go horseback riding and many other great ac�vi�es. The �mes that I, as the 

leader enjoy the most are si!ng around a table and playing board games together. We shared many 

laughs and created some great memories.  

 

Our speaker for the weekend challenged us to know who Christ has made us to be. He shared that we 

should never buy into the lies that our culture tells us about ourselves. We also were encouraged to 

grow in our faith and not stay where we are. As a group we had many discussions about wan�ng to be 

in scripture more. This was such an encouraging trip for us! Thank you for your support and prayers!   

 

  

Junior High Timberwolf Lake YoungLife Camp 

 

Our Junior High kids had such a great weekend at Timberwolf Lake. During our weekend 

we enjoyed octo-ball (think dodge ball in a large octagon walled area while hi!ng the 

ball with your hand only below the waste), ea�ng the mighty Paul Bunyan ice cream 

sundae, having a blast at club, and lots more. It is so encouraging to have our Charlevoix 

kids exposed to the way YoungLife does things.  Our speaker shared about how Jesus is 

invi�ng us to a great banquet. This banquet is the banquet of abundant life and how we 

should never se1le for anything less. Lots of kids got to hear about Christ for the first �me. Our cabin 

discussion �mes where filled with great ques�ons and sharing. Thank you for your support and 

prayers! This truly was a great trip to be a part of and this was a “divine appointment” for many kids.  



PAGE 8 IN TOUCH 

Consistory Meeting Highlights Consistory Meeting Highlights Consistory Meeting Highlights Consistory Meeting Highlights ----    January 2013January 2013January 2013January 2013 
  

1. Daryl Michael for Love, In the Name of Christ (INC), presented a video clip 

explaining the integrated church ministry they are hoping to begin in the Emmet 

and Charlevoix County region.  Love Inc. was founded in 1977 in the Holland, 

Michigan area as a way to encourage churches to become more engaged with 

people with needs in their community; putting faith in action. The purpose for 

the visit was to ensure community awareness and promotion of Love Inc’s 

mission, priorities, and accomplishments, as well as consider whether we can 

offer financial, prayer and/or resource support. The group is in the inquiry phase.  

2. Karlee Philp and Mabel Carson were also guests at the meeting to offer an update 

on the F.A.C.E.S. ministry at CRC.  

3. The New Consistory Members were welcomed and key points of the consistory 

handbook were reviewed.  

4. The consistory corporately addressed and responded to the questions in the book 

of church order as requested by Classis annually.  

5. A tentative plan was discussed regarding home visitations by deacon and elder 

groups, there will be a training session offered by Pastor Chip and Jim Malewitz. 

All are encouraged to attend.  

6. The officers of Consistory were elected. A motion was made, supported and 

voted for Bruce Deckinga as Vice President. A motion was made, supported and 

voted for Sherry Kirby as Clerk.  A motion was made, supported, and voted for 

Scott Philp as Treasurer. 

January and February Consistory Meeting HighlightsJanuary and February Consistory Meeting HighlightsJanuary and February Consistory Meeting HighlightsJanuary and February Consistory Meeting Highlights    
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Consistory/Staff MiniConsistory/Staff MiniConsistory/Staff MiniConsistory/Staff Mini----Retreat Retreat Retreat Retreat ––––    February 12, 2013February 12, 2013February 12, 2013February 12, 2013    

 

The staff and consistory answered and discussed the questions below during our 

consistory/staff mini-retreat.  We also had a lot of fun together.  There was even 

some competition, though in the end, everyone was a winner.  

 

The main focus of our time together was discussing what it means for us as a 

leadership team to embrace the value of prayer.  It first starts with a commitment to 

personal prayer, but we also discussed ideas of how we could encourage the 

congregation to grow in our commitment to prayer together. 

 

Personal PrayerPersonal PrayerPersonal PrayerPersonal Prayer    

1. What would be different if prayer was a foundational value in your life? 

2. Describe your current practice of personal prayer. 

3. How do you sense God calling you to raise your commitment to personal prayer? 

4. What are you willing to give your word to as you embrace this growing 

commitment to prayer? 

 

Corporate PrayerCorporate PrayerCorporate PrayerCorporate Prayer    

1. What would be different if prayer was a foundational value of CRC? 

2. Describe CRC’s current practice of corporate prayer. 

3. How do you sense God calling the leadership (staff/consistory) to raise our 

commitment to prayer? 

4. How could we encourage/invite the people of CRC into times of prayer together? 
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Ministry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry Updates    

Safe Haven - Free Breakfast Club 
You can now sign-up on line to volunteer to help serve at our Safe Haven Breakfast Club. 

****************** 

Safe Haven Breakfast Club - How’s it going? 

Amazingly Well!  When we look back on the first opening day, we see that we have come a 
long way.  On 3/27/12 we opened the kitchen with plenty of cooks and servers to find no 
one came! The second day there was 6 guests.  Now at the end of 2012, we have served 
1385 guests!  That is fairly impressive for serving breakfast two days a week. Our highest 
one day count has been 37!  What a blessing this ministry has proven to be.  Many 
opportunities for outreach have arisen as connections are made with our guests.  There 
have been opportunities to help others from providing showers to furnishing a home.  
Connections are made and relationships have grown. 

We have had many generous donations to make this dream a reality.  To name a few, a 
refrigerator, a freezer, two storage cabinets, numerous breakfast foods, cooking appliances 
and money have been donated.  We held a Fair Trade/Pancake Breakfast in the fall and it 
was well attended. This event helped with expenses and gave others an opportunity to 
show their wares.  Plans for the 2nd Annual Fair Trade/ Pancake Breakfast are well under 
way. 

The Safe Haven Committee continues to dream and will develop more outreach activities 
as the Lord guides us and puts opportunities in our paths. We continue to welcome 
donations such as napkins, pancake mix, syrup, peanut butter, granola/cereal bars, 
unrefrigerated grape juice, quick oat oatmeal, bacon and of course, money. We also 
welcome your donation of time to serve or cook.  Thank you to those who have so 
generously donated their time and/or money. “…give, and it will be given to you.  Good 
measure pressed down shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap.” Luke 
6:38. With the help of our giving congregation and community, the Safe Haven Breakfast 
Club is doing well.  
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 Worship Team 
The Worship Planning Team is busy planning the 
many services surrounding the Lent and Easter 
Season.  Our theme for Lent is “Come Awake,” 
or another way of saying it, “WAKE UP!”  We 
are exploring the areas in our lives where God is 
calling us to wake up.  Pastor Chip’s messages are 
focusing around practical topics like relationships, 
finance, family and work.   

We are also being encouraged to share stories 
about how God is currently waking us up.  These 
may be shared in writing, through artwork, by 
video or just with a promise to tell someone our 
own story. 

Holy Week services are as follows: 

Palm Sunday services will be on Sunday, 
March 24 at our usual worship times (8:30 and 
10:15) with a special celebration with the 
children at the 10:15 service. 

Maundy Thursday service will be held on 
March 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Easter service will be at the Charlevoix Public 
High School Auditorium on March 31 at 9:30 
a.m.  Please come and join us with your families 
and friends as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection!  
The theme of the morning will be “Come 
Awake” and we will celebrate with music, video 
and sharing of personal stories.  Refreshments 
will follow the service in the cafeteria. 

The Worship Planning Team meets on the first 
Thursday of each month.  Members of the team 
are: Karen Bakker, Gail Cherry, Chris Maki, 
Kathy Martinchek, Ted Polleys, Chip Sauer and 
Theda Williams. 

 

Global Outreach 
Guess who's coming to dinner? 

Do you think it might be interesting to have a 
missionary to dinner in your home with your 
family, a missionary that will eagerly share his 
adventures from the other side of the world? 
Here's a golden opportunity to invite a missionary 
to have dinner with your family or invite them to 
share with your small group.  Steve and Elizabeth 
Rozema have just returned from a 2 month 
mission trip to India.  He has stories to tell that 
will expand your world.   

Give them a call and invite them into your 
world.  You will be very happy you did.  231-547-
2855. 

R.C.W. 
The purpose of the R.C.W. is to gather women of 
the church and wider community to grow 
together as active disciples of Christ.  R.C.W. 
plans and sponsors events throughout the year to 
foster a climate of spiritual growth and seek to 
develop a personal responsibility for the whole 
mission of the church through prayer, education, 
giving and sharing, leading to dynamic ministry 
serving the Northern Michigan area and beyond. 

The R.C.W. is currently in the process of 
recruiting new members.  Please contact mary 
Ann Cox at 675-9913 for more information. 

Watch for more information on our Annual 
Spring Fling, Monday, May 6, 2013 - Spring is a 
time of rejuvenation.   As we enter the season of 
spring we too feel the desire of rejuvenation.  

 Join with women of our church and community 
for an evening of fellowship, dinner and a guest 
speaker who will encourage and motivate you.  
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F.A.C.E.S. 
a C.R.C. Orphan Ministry 

 

A glance at where we’ve been 
 and where we’re going: 

Mission:  “To show Christ through F.A.C.E.S. to orphans, vulnerable children and those who come alongside them.”    
 

Thank you so much to the women of the RCW who allowed this ministry the opportunity to present during 

their Annual Lenten Breakfast on March 9th.  And thank you to the women who attended.  What a blessing 

we received through your support of the F.A.C.E.S. Ministry with financial donations or the donation of a 

backpack and/or a cuddle size stuffed animal to benefit the newly placed foster child.  We pray that you ALL 

walked away with a heart for the orphan, vulnerable children and those who come alongside them. 

God was hard at work in our ministry in 2012.  He brought together a passionate group of people with a wide array of 
gifts to further His cause to care for the orphan, vulnerable children and those who come alongside them.  He allowed 
for things to fall into place and for the group to have many successes.  God has given the people of CRC a heart for 
the orphan and vulnerable children. 

F.A.C.E.S. is looking for new members with a passion to care for the orphan, vulnerable children and those who come 
alongside them.  Contact the church office if your are interested in serving with this ministry, 547-9482. 

Ministry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continuedMinistry Updates continued    

Here’s a look at our 2012 highlights: 
1. Team members attended Christian Alliance for Orphans, 

Summit VIII - returning with a vas array of information, 
new knowledge and rekindled passion. 

2. F.A.C.E.S. float in the Venetian Parade brought much 
awareness in the community of the Orphan Ministry at 
CRC.  

3. Development of W.R.A.P. program to care for foster and 
adoptive families. (Supporting those following God’s call and 
encouragement for others to do the same.) 

• Wrestle in prayer - providing prayer warriors 

• Respite care - providing temporary relief 

• Acts of Service - providing simple act of service for 
  the families 

• Promises of God - providing words of 
encouragement through cards,, phone calls and 
emails. 

6. Provided an informational W.R.A.P. brunch for the 
congregation. 

7. Held another successful Orphan Sunday - introduced our 
“ADOPTED” shirts. 

8. Received a generous donation from a summer resident 
who was drawn to CRC because of its orphan ministry. 

 

Focus and Areas of growth for 2013: 
1. Seeking God’s direction for the ministry. 

2. Date Night for foster and adoptive parents - Maintain 
strong marriages; keep families together 

3. Attend 2013 CAFO Summit, Nashville, TN - May 2-3, 
2013 

4. Introduce Safe Families to Charlevoix County and CRC.  

5. Finalize development of a foster closet to hold immediate 
need supplies for newly placed foster children. 

6. Build a bigger/stronger W.R.A.P. team  

7. Grow commitment and membership of F.A.C.E.S. 
committee 

8. Compassion Sunday - April 21st 

9. Orphan Sunday - November 3rd 

10. Continual Goals: 

• Raise awareness of orphan crisis and biblical calling 

• Breakdown walls of misconception and fear with       
education and support 

• Bridge the gap between people of CRC and the needs 
of orphans. 

• Foster & adoptive families knowing that they do not 
need to go through the process alone and that it is okay 
to ask for help. 
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www.communityreformed.net  
Where can you find a lot of information about what’s going on at Community Reformed church of 

Charlevoix?  You may say, “ask an elder or deacon” or “ask Lynda Stolt” or “read about it in the weekly 

bulletin.”  Those are all good answers, but one other quick way to get information you may want to check out 

is the CRC website.  If you type www.communityreformed.net onto your internet browser, you will have 

access to a plethora of information.  There is information on: 

� Mission/vision statements and who CRC is 

� Beliefs and practice statements 

� Adult, family, youth and children opportunities 

� Local and Global Outreach including Safe Haven 
Breakfast Club and F.A.C.E.S. information 

� Sermon topics and ability to listen to previous sermons 

�  CRC calendar of events 

� Submission of confidential prayer requests 

� Contact information, church hours 

� Church staff, elders and deacons 

� Small group information 

� Announcements, CRC at-a-glance 

� Tithes and offering opportunities 

� Photo gallery 

� And much more! 

A lot of time and effort is put into maintaining this website.  Be 

sure to check it out. You won’t be disappointed! 

We are very excited to announce a significant We are very excited to announce a significant We are very excited to announce a significant We are very excited to announce a significant 

update to our online giving.  update to our online giving.  update to our online giving.  update to our online giving.  We are now 

using Logos Ministry Connection.  You can 

get to the location through our website or 

directly at  http://

communityreformed.logosconnect.com.  

Create your own account in less than 2 

minutes.  Our new online giving allows you 

to do the following: • Tithe & give online 

with your credit card or via bank account 

transfer • Set up recurring gifts • Print and 

email your own giving statements • View & 

analyze your giving records • Update & 

manage your own family information. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND     

BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:    

� Ed and Carol Schroeck on the birth of their granddaughter, Ella 
Lynn.  Proud parents are Scott and Courtney Malott. 

� Win Green for having celebrated her 96th birthday on January 11. 

� Harry Potter for having celebrated his 93rd birthday on January 25. 

    

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    
 

� Dan Barron and family on the passing of Dan’s father. 

� Carrie and Tricia Farkas and family on the passing of their mother, Doreen. 

� Dale and Jan Glass for the loss of Dale’s brother, Gary. 

� Bill Meengs and family for the loss of his sister-in-law, Tammy. 

� Kim and Karen Bakker on the passing of Kim’s mom, Joanne.  

� Joanne Jones and family on the death of her cousin Cindy Short.  

Please pray and send words of encouragement to our Military Men and Women. 
Numbers in parenthesis indicate their birthdate.  Please consider sending birthday cards 

    

• CMCR CMCR CMCR CMCR ----    Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller ----    15446 John Clark Road, Gulf Port, Mississippi 39503 (8/23) 

• David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/AIC    (Air Force)- Lockenheath, England (address to follow) (9/13)    

• Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese -  1LT1LT1LT1LT Leese, Kyle, 3704 Milan St. S.W., Wyoming, MI. 49509    

• Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II (U.S. Navy) – 14315 Wedgewood, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312 

• FCSN Nuttall, Logan D  FCSN Nuttall, Logan D  FCSN Nuttall, Logan D  FCSN Nuttall, Logan D  (U. S. Navy) ----    3975 Norman Scott Road, San Diego, California, 92136 (5/18) 

• PFC1PFC1PFC1PFC1 Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner (U.S. Army) ----    426 Murray Fort Drive, Fayetteville, North Carolina, 28314    

• 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan (U.S. Army) - Golf FSC, 3-320th FAR, TF Rakkasan, Camp Clark, APO AE 09314 

(Afghanistan)    

• Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks (Ricks), DDS, (Air Force) - 3840 Cross Creek Trail, Valdosta, GA. 31605 (11/18)    
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A Book Review by Kathy Martinchek 
 

WHEN I LAY MY ISAAC DOWN 

One of the most moving and disturbing stories of the Bible for me is the story of Abraham 

and Isaac when God told Abraham to take this beloved son to the land of Moriah and 

sacrifice him.  (Genesis 22)   

  

This book, When I Lay My Isaac Down, written by Carol Kent, is one where the sacrifice 

she has to make is to let go of all of her dreams and promises for her only son, J.P, when he 

commits first degree murder.  There are always sacrifices we make in life for our children, 

most of which are for their good.  However, there are also sacrifices that we make during 

some of the darkest challenges of our lives that cost ever so much more than money. 

  

Like in the Genesis story, these challenges are thrust upon us without our asking or 

foreknowledge.  Theirs, Carol and her husband, began with a phone call at 

12:35am.  Nothing good comes from a phone call in the middle of the night.  Their 

nightmare began at that very moment. 

  

This book is a journey through the Kent’s acceptance of their son’s imprisonment, his trial, 

his faith journey all the while searching for their own answers.  There were deep railings at 

God.  There were questions of faith.  There were multiple financial challenges.  They were 

called into a wilderness journey that no one would seek. 

  

This book will move you to your core.  We all have things that we have faced that we need 

to let go of, whether it’s guilt, forgiveness we need to extend, something lost to us, a deep 

longing for something or someone in our life, or a dream or desire for us or a loved one that 

just never comes.  Any of these things can leave us in agony and lost in our grief. 

  

“Carol’s candid retelling of her emotional and spiritual agony will touch your heart.  The 

principles the Kent’s learned in the process of surviving such unspeakable circumstances 

will bolster your faith, renew your hope and challenge you to new levels of personal and 

spiritual commitment.”   (Quoted from the jacket of the book.) 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 
 


